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Ascension Sunday:  Scripture:  Luke 24:44-53 

Being Witnesses 

Rev. Patty Frick, Pastor 

Patagonia Community UMC 

 

Today our focus is on witnessing.  As part of our membership vows, many of us have 

promised to be witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as part of 

our worship of God.  What does it mean to be a witness? 

When it comes to our faith, I view this vow in light of the scripture we have heard this 

morning, as well as others.  The reading from Luke provides direct teachings from Jesus 

on how his followers are to be witnesses. In verses 47 and 48 he says: 

Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things. 

It starts with our being witnesses to Jesus Christ, the fact that he was crucified, died and 

is risen from the dead. It then moves us to repent of those times when our behavior is 

not that of a witness to the Messiah who suffered so much to show us how to love others 

in his name. If we have placed our faith in this Christian teaching, how do we become 

witnesses to it?   

I think our church witnesses on Sundays when we gather in front of the cross to 

remember why we are here. We remember and try to communicate that every Sunday is 

known in the church as a Little Easter – a time when we celebrate the resurrection of 

Christ and the hope of new and eternal life that is offered to everyone. 

I think our church witnesses to this when we go out into the community, through 

providing seating outside, through our thrift shop and times of fellowship to share the 

love of the gospel with the passerby who might never enter a church building. 

I think our church witnesses when we offer ways of knowing God. We do this in diverse 

ways at Patagonia Community UMC, offering the Spiritual Roundtable, and other 

Christian studies when we can.   

I think our church witnesses when we gather at the table for the sacrament of 

communion and when we offer baptism into God’s kingdom. 

I think our church witnesses when we welcome new members that either commit to 

Jesus for the first time or reaffirm their commitment to him by transferring their 

membership into this church. 

I would now like to just share a brief witness in terms of what I have come to 

understand about what Jesus speaks of as the “change of heart and life for the 

forgiveness of sins that follows once we have entered into a relationship with 

him and his church.   
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I believe it is clear from what Jesus says that once there has been an acceptance of his 

life, death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins, there will be an accompanying 

change of heart that leads to a life away from sin. How this plays out in each of our lives 

depends on the particular situations of our lives and what we need to seek forgiveness 

for.  These situations are often played out within the context of the times in which we 

live.   

Knowing the truth of what Jesus offers, as God incarnate, gives us a starting point for 

what it means to live as his witness in this world we call home. 

We recently went through a very contentious political time as a nation. This in addition 

to all of the disruptions caused by the COVID pandemic.  I feel certain in some ways, the 

body of Christ that is gathered here for worship this morning is still thinking about the 

aftermath of these two pivotal situations for our time and what it might mean for the 

future. 

I don’t think it would be wrong to say that some may be very relieved and feeling 

excited about current events. Perhaps with the COVID numbers going down, we can 

almost return to our pre-COVID lives.  Some may appreciate the new president and his 

policies, while others may miss what was.  This makes me think about how my 97-year 

old aunt works at bringing unity to all situations. Having lived through so much, 

including many presidents and administrations, she is able to go with the flow, live her 

daily life, and do what she can to make a positive difference in her small corner of the 

world. 

At 97 she’s fine enjoying life every day, very aware that it could be her last day.  She 

survived the depression, World War II, the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, The 

Vietnam War, two Gulf wars, and the tragic death of her only son one month before his 

first child was born.  But she has also lived to see the birth of two great grandchildren 

from her beloved son that died.  And she can still find beauty and honor in an America 

that is very different from the America into which she was born.   

She has worked her entire life to offer kindness to all she meets. As an active Methodist 

in her small church, she lived the gospel teaching of service to others. Her actions spoke 

louder than her words because she didn’t say that what she did was because she was 

following the teachings of Jesus.  How many people do after all?  But her actions of love 

and justice spoke volumes about what she believed.  

After all, Christians are called to serve a higher power.  A power above the powers and 

principalities of this world.  And our actions toward others witness to this power we 

serve. 

When we have an encounter with Jesus that causes him to become a living Lord for us, 

he provides what we need to tend to the need of the world.  He provides what we need 

to move away from our own self-centered, sinful desires, toward internalizing his desire 

to bring peace to a world broken by disunity and strife.      
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He teaches us that biblical love is not contingent on someone agreeing with us or being 

on our side.   Biblical love is more about using every opportunity we have to influence 

the lives of people we meet for the better.   

 

This is how Jesus operated.  He offered love and hope to Zacchaeus, the crooked tax 

collector, and it changed Zacchaeus’ life so much that he ceased being corrupt and made 

amends.   Jesus offers this kind of love over and over again to those it would be easier 

to dismiss as enemies.   

 
When the body of Christ is at its best, there is a a unity of purpose that flows from a 

common desire to do something good for those in need through providing the means to 

make it happen.  We won’t always get it right.  There will be times when our witness 

falls short of the glory of God.  But then there are those times when we are spot on!  

And our church, community and world are changed for the better.   

 

As we move into the next days, weeks and years, may we remember that God is above 

all powers and principalities.  May this give us hope and an unending desire to serve as 

his witnesses during these times and all the times of our lives. May we remember that 

the Spirit is with us, guiding our steps into God’s future.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


