
THURBER HALL 

Disclaimer – I had to research many documents and can say not all agree, so I’m 

doing my best in presenting this as accurately as possible 

My previous talk was about a gentleman, Verne Beatty, who was recuperating 

from a heart attack at the home of Harold Thurber during 1950.  After returning 

to his home and job in Chicago he started a fund raising in December of 1950 to 

make some much needed improvements to the Sanctuary.  After his return, 

Thurber, who was the chair of the Trustees, continued to raise money and make 

those improvements.  

Thurber believed that Patagonia was going to grow (remember it only had about 

100 families in 1950) and that there was no building large enough that could be 

used by the youth, for large events, meetings, pot lucks, etc.  He started pitching 

for such a building. 

As you can imagine moving forward with his “dream” provided a number of road 

blocks and challenges.  The first one was that the church didn’t own enough land 

to build the size of the building he envisioned.  Roland Richardson, the credited 

founder of Patagonia, deeded two lots to the church but the location of the 

second lot wasn’t conducive to the proposed location of the building.  So in 1956 

the church basically switched lots with the property then owned by the Blabons 

which is now the location of the TS and SS rooms.    

Fund raising began in 1953.  A woman by the name of Katherine ‘Kit’ Hutchinson, 

who it appears was on Trustees, posted $5,000 with a challenge that it needed to 

be matched within a certain time period. The matching time period failed to raise 

$5,000 and because it was donated through a legal document, the money had to 

be returned – very reluctantly I might add.   The building committee tried all they 

could but the money had to be returned.  (By the way, sometime later she made 

two contributions in the amount of $2,500 each).   

But in the meantime they already had plans drawn up by an architect in Tucson, 

who volunteered time and some expenses to help out the church.  They had 

gotten several bids from contractors but the delay in raising money resulted in 

two of the contractors going out of business, so Lamma and Haverty, local 

builders were selected.  They purchased some building supplies which ended up 



sitting on the property for some time until they secured enough money to go 

forward.  I saw a comment in the documents that said someone noted “will we 

ever see anything but a pile of steel rods, etc. on that property. “ There was some 

discussion regarding reducing the size of the building but Thurber would not 

concede.   

So with contributions trickling in from individuals, companies, and fund raisers 

and a grant of $8,000 from the Church Mission Board they were finally able to 

start construction in early 1959.  By March of that year a large cement pad was 

laid and preliminary plumbing was complete.  A Youth Group of 25 students and 

their sponsors came to the church from Whittier College in CA to perform as a 

fund raiser and hoped to be able to help with the construction. Which is 

something they travelled around the area doing, but it wasn’t far along for them 

to do anything. 

Originally, the building was not attached to the church.  Those two rooms you see 

to the right as you enter TH were added later and connected to the church and 

what is now the pastor’s office and choir room were added in 1962/1963 as well 

as the entranceway in 1964.  In 1964 a Youth Group from La Mesa, CA came to 

perform and did the painting in these new additions. 

During the construction the building was known as a Community Hall or a Youth 

Community Hall.  It wasn’t until around 1963 because of a request from Harold’ s 

wife Carrie, the name was changed to Thurber Hall. 

Questions have been asked as to why the ceilings are so high, why the lighting is 

the way it is and a stage.  Not common in community buildings.  Well, Thurber 

was very involved with the Pima County Fair and he became friends with Phil 

Arden who provided the entertainment at the Fair.  Thurber wanted those acts to 

be able to perform in the Hall.  He felt that it was difficult for people in Patagonia 

to get to the Fair because of transportation and costs  so usually prior to when the 

acts performed at the Annual Fair,  they came to Patagonia with their aerial acts 

(remember the high ceilings) and acts that needed a stage.  I read where the 

Osman’s, Barry Sadler, and Up with People performed here.   

By the way, the opening to the loft area was designed so that movies could be 

shown.  Pictures of TH in the 60’s show it filled to capacity.  The Fair acts began 



preforming in the Community/Youth Hall starting in the spring of 1960 and for 

several years after, raising money to make other improvements.    

So in October of 1959 the grand opening of then the Youth/Community Hall had a 

large celebration with 125 invitees (which actually totaled about 250). There was 

no ceiling and no kitchen.  That was added at a later date but in November of 

1959 Thurber announced that what had been completed thus far was paid for 

with no liens.  

The pastor at the time was Charles Madinger who actually acted as Project 

Manager during the construction and also assumed pastoring at the Huachuca 

Methodist Church in early 1960.   He was busy. 

So this fall Thurber Hall will celebrate 60 years, possibly with some celebration. 
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