
Major Historical Events of 
Patagonia Community United Methodist Church 

 
Deed transfer of land from R. R. Richardson, founder 
of Patagonia, for Lots 47 and 48 to build a Methodist 
Episcopal Church  

5/8/1920 

Church completed 
• The walls are 1 foot poured concrete, mixed by 

hand (Some reported that the walls are double 
with space between filled with rocks). 

• Walls are 16 feet high 

1923* 

The high school students attended high school in 
Nogales, the only high school in the county.  
However, in 1925 the school trustees voted to hire a 
teacher for two years to help students complete their 
last two years.   Santa Cruz County selected 
Patagonia as the site for a new high school.  But the 
voters rejected a bond issue to build the new school.  
They eventually approved leasing the unfinished 
Methodist church building.  Classes started on 
September 8, 1926 after necessary remodeling.    In 
1927 the first Patagonia High School opened. 
 
(Sources:  The Journal of Arizona History  (1995) and 
“and then there was Patagonia” by Louise Stevens 
Easley.  

1926  

The congregation wanted the church to be 
nondenominational but gave in to the Methodist 
Conference.  However, in the 1940’s possibly due to 
bad roads, shortage of fuel and tires for automobiles, 

the Methodist connection was broken.  The church 
remained open because of the efforts of several 
members.  In 1947 records indicated that the church 
is again operating as a Methodist Church. 

1940 - 1947 

The first ministers coming to the area, circa 1859, 
were Methodist circuit riders.  Some of their names 
were Tuthill, Corbin and Langston.  An article in 6/92 
indicates that Corbin was the first minister – 
however, there was not a church building at that 
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time. 

The first documented pastor was Dale Dunbar - 1948   

Southern Pacific RR turned over the Old Depot 

Building only to H. Thurber (5/17/65).  Thurber 
transferred it to the church (5/17/65).  The church 
turned it over to the Rotary Club (12/6/65)  

 

Church Incorporates under name Patagonia 
Community Methodist Church 

9/27/1958 

H. Blabon transfers Lot 45 to church.  Church 

transfers Lot 48 to Hilda Blabon 

1956 

Community Hall is constructed of concrete block 1959 

Two Sunday School rooms were added to the front 
of Community Hall around 1962.  In 1963 the area 

between the sanctuary and the hall was enclosed.   
It is now called Thurber Hall (according to notes)  

1962 - 1963 

Purchased land for parsonage 1/31/1968 

Parsonage completed 1968 

Church officially changes name to Patagonia 
Community Church United Methodist 

6/17/1969 

Two stained glass windows installed – Carrie Thurber 
and Rebecca Collins 

1981 

Purchased H. Blabon house (Lot 43) 3/28/1983 

Started Thrift Shop in Hilda’s House 10/23/1983  

Pre-school (in Hilda’s house)  1984-1989 

Church reincorporates and changes name to 
Patagonia Community United Methodist Church 
(official name of the church in legal documents and 
the Arizona Commission still remains the name in 
1969 because all the steps needed to change the 
name were never completed) 

2/26/1984 

Installed stained glass windows designed by Jean 
Burger 

1988-1992 

Demolished Hilda’s house and began constructing 
new addition – made of cement block 

1989 

Dedicated new addition – Thrift Shop, two Sunday 
School rooms and 2 bathrooms 

1990 
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Painted the rooms in Thurber Hall – white Around 2000 

Tiled the floor in what was then the Thrift Shop 
rooms and painted those rooms.   

Around 2000 

Painted what became the children’s room. 2012 

Replaced sagging roof on the church with a metal 
one in addition to interior changes such as expanding 
the altar area, new carpeting, new wooden (stained) 
ceiling, new ceiling lights and other lighting and 
repainting inside and outside of the church buildings.  
Replaced the furnace. 

2010 

Built a labyrinth in the courtyard with a stone bench 
in honor of Bernice Pomeroy, organist, and a stone 
wall in front  

2012 

Added a new room to the Thrift Shop – half of the 
education room.  That section became the 
housewares section. 

2012 

Replaced the roof on the Thrift Shop/Education Wing 
with a metal one matching the sanctuary 

2014 

Replaced the furnace and added AC to the parsonage 2014 

Removed carpeting in parsonage and replaced with 
vinyl flooring. 

2020 

 
 

*No documentation was ever identified on the exact date of completion of the 
church. However, a notice in a local newspaper (possibly Nogales International) 

dated January 22, 1920 indicated that “C. N. Curtis has completed concrete 
foundations for the new Patagonia Methodist Church”   It should be noted here 
that the 1920 date is indicated in recorded accounts as 1921 or 1922, however, 
there is a copy of the newspaper article that indicates 1920.  There are pictures 
of the church, which was a shell with no windows, dated 1921 and 1922.  Most 

of the work was done by volunteers.  It was a community endeavor.  It is 
speculated that the church was completed in 1923.  However, the church 

celebrated 75 years in 1997. 
 


