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9/2007 Issue The Southern Pacific RR discontinued service to Patagonia in 1962.    In return for the town not opposing 
the abandonment of railroad service, the railroad transferred land in Patagonia to be used for 

maintenance of the former station building as a historical relic.  In December, 1965, the depot building 
was purchased and donated to the Patagonia Community Church to assist in the accomplishment of its 
religious and benevolent purposes.  On that same date, the church transferred the depot building to the 

Rotary Club as a community project of the club, with the provisions that if the building is not developed 
by the club and utilized the property will revert to the church.   In 1974 the Rotary Club paid the church 
the sum of $1.00 with the church agreeing to disclaim any interest in the depot building.  The church 

understood that the Rotary Club would sell the building to the Town of Patagonia. 

12/2007 
Issue 

During this time of giving, it seems appropriate to note some of many “gifts” that have been lovingly 
given to adorn the sanctuary 

• Small brass candlesticks and altar cross in memory of Sandra Steel  
• Altar in memory of Sandra Steel by grandmother Steel  

• The large brass candlesticks in memory of Harold Thurber who acquired them in Mexico   

• Wooden cross made by Lyle Allen from a black oak grown in the foothills of the nearby Santa Rita 
Mts. 

• Pulpit – made and donated by Don McReynolds 
• Choir railing – made by Don McReynolds and donated in memory of Frank Lamma  

• Piano by Biff Lamma 
• The pews, which have plaques indicating the giver. The original seating in the church was theater-

like rows – some of which still remain in Thurber Hall. 

• The many banners that are periodically hung in the sanctuary as well as other areas of the church 
buildings that were either donated or made by members.    

• The Fourteen Bells of earthenware pots who were the idea of Kathy Lundy 

• And, of course, the spectacular stained glass windows   
 

2/2008 Issue Biff Lamma who had been a long time resident of Patagonia and Arizona and member of the church 
recently passed at the age of 92.  Biff wrote that the early building of the church was a slow process, 
because of sporadic contributions of money and supplies plus the construction was done by local 

volunteers.  The only church in town at the time was a Catholic Church.  The town people who were not 
of that religious faith wanted a non-denominational Protestant church.  However, it appears they gave in 
to the pressure of the Methodist because in 1921 it was reported in the Nogales International newspaper 

that the floor of the church was completed with funds provided by the Methodist church.  The Methodist 
provided a minister upon completion of the church.  There was an English service in the morning and a 

Spanish service in the afternoon.  As a result many Spanish speaking locals became members.  Then in 
1940 for reasons that are only speculated, the Methodist church stopped providing ministers.  Services 
were conducted by several lay members.  In 1947, the Methodist started supplying pastors again. 

5/2008 Issue There has always been a group of women in the Patagonia Community church who raised funds, sewed, 
cooked, ran the Thrift Shop, etc. to help the church and the community.  At times there was more than 

one group.   
 

In the 1950’s it was the Christian Ladies Aid and also in the 1950’s and 1960’s the Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service (WSCS).  In the 1970’s the United Methodist Women.  That ceased in 1980 when a 
Missions Group was formed. 

9/2008 Issue  Happy Birthday to me, Happy Birthday to me; yes, Happy 40th Birthday Round-Up!  The Round-up, was 
first published in October, 1968.  Initially, it was to include all the activity and news connected with the 

Church congregation as well as news of and about the community, such as the schools, local clubs and 
organizations, and events like the Fair and Rodeo.   All clubs and organizations were urged to use it to 
publish calendars of their activities and to advertise them in the issue.  The first editor was Rita Hill and 

she noted that the Round-Up received the first “Non-Profit” Organization mailing permit from the 
Patagonia Post Office - “Permit #1.   What was happening in October, 1968? –  
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• New pastor, Ed Thomas was hosting a “hobo” party for the youth group at the new parsonage. 

• A meeting was held at the Willcox Methodist church to acquaint the congregation with the new 
governing policies of the church.  

• Five new members were received on Membership Sunday, September 1. 

• There were six separate Sunday School classes reporting their activities. 
• At the Patagonia school, prior to each Friday home game a spaghetti supper was served. 

• And, the Patagonia Rotary sponsored a Halloween party at the Old Depot Building – now the Town 
Hall. 

The Round-up was published monthly until just a few years ago and actually had a staff (The Amigos) 

who collected the information, prepared the publication and did the mailing.  

12/2008 

Issue 

July, 1925 was not a good month for the Patagonia Methodist Church.  Sunday school had a membership 

of 25 but on average only 14 attended and only two teachers; the Sunday School Superintendent moved 
to Tucson; membership dropped by two; they were having trouble organizing a Women’s Missionary 
Society and any church improvement was halted because the local bank failed losing the church’s deposit 

of $183.04.  

2/2009 issue What’s in a name? 
In 1920 when Roland Richardson, who is credited with founding the current location of Patagonia 
donated the land for the church, the deed refers to the church as Methodist Episcopal Church.   In 

September, 1958, the church was incorporated under the name Patagonia Community Methodist Church.  
Then in June of 1969, the name was officially changed to Patagonia Community Church United Methodist 
(some of these official documents have a comma after Church – possibly a typographical error).  In 1984 

when the Articles of Incorporation expired and were renewed, the name was changed to Patagonia 
Community United Methodist Church.   

6/2009 issue I’m sure most of us, especially the newcomers, never heard the name Vernon Beatty.  Vern was a close 
friend of Harold Thurber and needed to recuperate from a heart attack away from the stress of his job as 

advertising manager for Swift and Company in a warmer climate than his hometown of Chicago.  In 1950 
he spent five months at Thurber’s Hereford Ranch near Sonoita.  During that time he became aware of 
the needs of the Community Church in this town of maybe 100 families that served the needs of many of 

the folks in a sizable part of the surrounding range country.   He described the town as “a couple food 
stores, couple saloons, couple filling stations, a saddler, a mining engineer, a young doctor, an elderly 
barber, a garage, a plumber, a Post Office and a frame school house”.  The Church at that time was an 

unfinished square bare concrete building, lacking in beauty and comfort, but it was not without dignity.  
So on his return to Chicago, Vern wrote letters to his wide range of friends and business colleagues all 
over the country soliciting just a small contribution to help the Church plaster, paint, get window screens, 

a bell, better seating, and other necessities.   The outpouring was heartwarming – checks of $5, $10, 
$25, or even $100 poured into the church.  It’s not known exactly how much money was raised with his 

effort as well as the ongoing fundraising effort by Harold Thurber, but it was enough to get these 
desperately needed changes.  We know that some of those improvements have been replaced, but the 
next time you sit in the sanctuary some of what you see was the result of one individual taking the time 

to contact his friends and colleagues to help a little Church in a town that is barely a “pin-point on a 
map” as he described it, because he was touched by the simplicity and strength of the faith of the 
people.  

1/2010 Issue In early November we sang happy 50th anniversary for Thurber Hall.  Since we can’t imagine the church 
without Thurber Hall, I’m going to give you some of the history over the next several issues of the Round 

Up.  In the last issue of the Round-Up you were told about the fund raising activities of Harold Thurber 
and his friend, Vernon Beatty of Chicago to make needed improvements to the sanctuary.  By late 1952 

the money raised was used to make those improvements and Mr. Thurber was already attempting to 
raise money to put a fence around the church because of the recent vandalism.  However, it reached 
opposition from a church member, Katherine “Kit” Hutchinson, who felt the fence would send the wrong 

message.  Instead she suggested something that would bring “more people into the church and its 
activities, rather than to build a fence designed to keep a few out”.  Apparently, Thurber and the pastor, 
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Dan Miller, agreed with Ms. Hutchison providing a challenge.  She made a contribution of $5,000 which 
was held in a trust fund and would be released to the church provided the construction of the Hall would 

commence by a specified date (appears to be sometime in early 1957).  The ability to raise the money 
would prove to be Thurber’s biggest challenge.  The fund raising letters indicated the hall was to be used 
for the children in the community regardless of race, color or creed, hence the name “Youth Center”.  

But the fundraising was slow with very small amounts of money being contributed by members, people 
in the community, friends of Thurber and some fund-raising events.   Just when construction was set to 
begin in 1957 and an order placed for the steel, the church was advised by Ms. Hutchinson’s attorney 

that the date for construction had not been met and the money needed to be returned.  The church was 
counting on the money to pay for the steel.   The attorney didn’t give up and eventually the money was 
returned and the steel order had to cancelled.  It was a big setback and the building committee had to 

start over. 
 
Stay tuned – more to come in the next Round-Up issue.     Bonnie Quirin, Church Historian  

5/2010 Issue The last Historian Round-up article told of the effort to build Thurber Hall.  The article ended by 

mentioning the large financial setback because the initial contribution of $5,000 which had a condition 
for payment wasn’t met and the money rescinded.  So as we continue, things didn’t get any better.  
During the delay of trying to deal with attorneys regarding releasing this money both bidders of the 

project ended up in default.  Even with limited funds, Harold Thurber would not concede on the size of 
the building.  New bids were obtained and in October of 1959 the building was dedicated, even though 
the interior ceiling was not completed and the kitchen had not been installed but the church was debt 

free and Thurber Hall could be used by the youth – the original intent.  The fundraising continued and 
the interior ceiling, as well as the kitchen were completed by early 1960 allowing the first Spring Festival 
to be held there with acts from the Pima County Fair.  This practice continued for the next five years.    

9/2010 Issue The past two Round-up articles were about the building of Thurber Hall.  This article is regarding the 

hall’s namesake – Harold Thurber.  “Mr. Hereford” as Thurber was known was born in 1897 and died at 
his home “High Lonesome” near Sonoita at the age of 94.  He was born into a Long Island, New York 
shipbuilding and yachting family and set out to follow in his father’s footsteps.  However, with the 

outbreak of WWI, he joined the US Coast Guard.  A lifeboat accident left him suffering from pneumonia 
and TB and ended his intended career.  His doctor’s advised him to move to a place with a dry climate – 
initially to Riverside, CA and then to Tucson in 1921.  Disenchanted with city life, he bought a ranch near 

Patagonia and then eventually a 10,000 acre ranch near Sonoita and became one of southern Arizona’s 
most successful cattle ranchers.   He organized the Southern Arizona International Livestock Association 

and served 24 years on the Arizona Fair Commission and helped organize Rillito Downs Race Track.  
Because of his vast number of acquaintances, he was a natural to head fund-raising efforts – one for 
needed improvements to the sanctuary and then the construction of Thurber Hall.  By the way, there is 

another “Thurber Hall” at the Fair grounds in Tucson.   

7/2011 Issue The past few issues of the Round-Up centered around the building of Thurber Hall and Harold Thurber’s 

efforts to make that happen.  Early on the Hall was used for many fund raising events to help with the 
completion.  Mr. Thurber was very involved with the Arizona Fair Commission and had a close 
relationship with Phil Arden, of Phil Arden Co., who provided the acts for the Fair.   In the years, 1959, 

1960, 1961, 1962, and 1966 on the night prior to the Fair opening, Mr. Arden would bring several acts to 
Thurber Hall. These were top acts, such as the Osmond Brothers, as well as magicians, jugglers, 

musicians and even chimpanzees who appeared on popular TV variety shows.  The shows were always a 
big hit and brought in much needed funds.  The Hall also hosted Up With People in 1984 and again in 
1989, a Valentine’s Day Party for many years, the Mother/Daughter Banquet as well as community 

holiday parties on Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.   Staff Sgt. Barry Sadler of the Ballad of 
Green Berets also appeared in Thurber Hall as part of a Rotary event. 

1/2012 Issue The church for many years was having difficulty attracting ministers primarily because there wasn’t 
suitable housing in the town.  So, after much discussion, but with not everyone agreeing, it as decided to 
build a parsonage.   In May of 1967, land was donated by Bob and Naomi Lenon but the town water and 
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sewerage systems didn’t extend to the location and the church didn’t want to incur the cost of drilling a 
well and adding a septic system only to have the town extend both at some future time.  So, in January 

of 1968 two lots were purchased at the current location from Richard and Elizabeth Ensign.  Three plans 
were drawn up and the church selected the smallest and least expensive - $14,000.  There was only 
$3,500 difference between the least expensive and the most expensive.  An FHA loan was secured and 

the house was completed by the fall of 1968.  In 1970, the church returned the deed to the property 
donated by the Lenons.  In 1988 the carport was enclosed.  Then in 1992 the two car garage was 
constructed with a large contribution from Louis and Leotta Bettcher a mid-west couple.    

3/2012 Issue Recently Carl Bowdon asked me to do some research on the reproduction of the Last Supper that sits on 

a table in the rear of the church.  If you haven’t noticed, it was carved by Bill Swyers on leather with 
various dyes added for color.  He donated it in memory of his mother, Colette, in 1963.  Bill is a Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine who practices in California.  His father, Harold, still resides in Patagonia.  Harold 

Swyers told me that Bill used to make various items out of leather and then decided to make something 
in memory of his mother.  At the time of its completion Colette was alive but passed not too long after.  
Since there was nothing to note the creator of the Last Supper, I asked Wendy Gooch if she could make 

a plaque.  Carl framed it and it now sits on the table with the carving.  I told Mr. Swyers of our intent 
and he was pleased.  So, next time you are in the sanctuary, please take note of this wonderful carving. 

9/2012 Issue September is the return of the choir after their usual summer hiatus.  Some time ago I put together a list 
of the choir directors and organists/pianists at PCUMC.  Unfortunately, I neglected to indicate the years 

they served the church.  So I’ll name those choir directors I found.  Some of you may recognize them.  
Since there are many organists/pianists I’ll list them in a future issue.  They are Helen Jewett, Ted 
Toews, Lorraine Bennett, Jean Wall, Gary Weingartner, Byron Hackett,  Betty McMahon, and more 

recently Eleanor Pearson and Anne Quirin who has been the current director since 2005.   Ted Toews, 
Gary Weingartner and Byron Hackett were also organists.      

4/2013 Issue  In the September article, a list of the choir directors was listed.  With the celebration of Bernice 
Pomeroy’s 25 years as organist/pianist, I thought you may want to know the others over the years.  

They are (Regular and Alternates) - Ted Toews, Betty Cox, Marynell Whetzel, Byron Hackett, Wanda 
Haverty,  Margaret Long, Nancy Collins, Nancy Thelen, Naomi Lenon, Dorothy Fisher (piano only), 
Merline Lopez, Doris Jenkins, Gary Weingartner, Ruth Hill (piano only), Byron Hackett, Bernice Pomeroy, 

Sonia Johnson (piano only) 

 2/2016 Issue I recently came across a folder of personal correspondence from Pastor Earl Cropp who apparently 

served this church 1920 – 1923.  The correspondence was found in the shallow basement of the Chinese 
store when it was torn down in 1970 to build the Stage Stop Hotel.  It was passed on to the pastor at 

the church, Ed Thomas.  What is interesting is that most of the correspondence is written on letterhead 
of various banks in Arizona.  Pastor Cropp used the The First State Bank of Patagonia, AZ letterhead.  In 
particular he wrote a wonderful letter to his mother on the birth of Albert Earl, Jr.  in July 1923.   He was 

so overjoyed and explains how he is  doing all the household duties while his wife is recovering from the 
delivery of this healthy 9 pound boy after a very prolonged labor.  A Doctor Sherman delivered the baby 
with the help of his wife and charged $35.  I have several copies if you wish to read them or peruse the 

file which gives us a glimpse of life in the early 20’s in southern Arizona.   
       

       
 

      


